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PRESS RELEASE 
April 19, 2021 
 

SYSTRA appoints Ben Hamer as Director of 
Operations, High-Speed Rail 
 
Leading industry engineering expert Ben Hamer joins SYSTRA from Jacobs.  
 
Ben Hamer joined SYSTRA on 12th April 2021 as Director of Operations, High Speed Rail. Ben brings over 30-
years of experience having worked on major projects in transport, water, maritime and building sectors 
throughout the world.  An early technical focus in the flood and coastal risk market paved the way for Ben 
to lead Halcrow’s Maritime business in Europe before leading its operations and project delivery teams.  Ben 
was part of Halcrow’s Europe Leadership Team and provided continuity in project delivery after the 
acquisition of Halcrow by CH2MHill, in 2011. Ben rose to Director of Project Services with CH2MHill before 
joining Jacobs as Director of Projects and a member of its Europe Leadership Team in 2018. 
 
In his new role with SYSTRA, Ben will join HS2 Main Works Civils Contract (MWCC) design JV Board. Ben will 
report to Steve Higham, SYSTRA’s UK Managing Director.  
 
On Ben Hamer’s appointment, Steve Higham said, “I very much welcome Ben to SYSTRA, he joins our high- 
speed rail signature team at a pivotal time for our industry. High speed rail in the UK will decarbonise travel, 
level-up our cities and importantly allow us to build back better. I am looking forward to working with and 
learning from Ben as we continue with our ambitions plans for growth in the UK & Ireland”. 
 
On his appointment, Ben Hamer said “It’s an incredibly exciting time to be joining SYSTRA, now that HS2’s 
Old Oak Common Station is commencing its construction phase and the ‘Main Works Civils North’ project is 
approaching the peak of detailed design. I am looking forward to supporting the delivery of this momentous 
project whilst growing a sustainable, profitable business.” 
 
 
For more information please visit: Latest News 
 
For more information or to arrange an interview please call:  
Sarah White +44 (0)7774 192994 swhite@systra.com 
Marion Gourlay TransportPR 07801 301 259 marion@transportpr.com 

 
 
 ABOUT SYSTRA 
 
 SYSTRA Ltd is a UK & Ireland consulting and engineering firm, and a world leader in mobility and mass transit. 

We deliver planning and development consultancy, engineering design, project management, and specialist 
technical services, that enables the safe and efficient movement of people and goods. 
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Notes to Editor: 
1. In the UK, SYSTRA provides Transport Planning Consultancy and Rail and Urban Transport engineering services. With over 800 

colleagues, we work with our clients to think through complex issues concerning the location and movement of people, goods 
and services – as well as helping them maximise the potential of their own businesses. We have been providing Transport 
Consultancy services in the UK for over 50 years and have an excellent reputation for the provision of high quality, robust and 
independent advice to our clients. SYSTRA is a UK registered subsidiary of SYSTRA Group which has over 7,300 employees 
worldwide. 

2. In 2019, SYTRA doubled the size of its UK & Ireland operations through the acquisition of TSP Projects, a multidisciplinary 
engineering firm formed in 1987 with a rich heritage in rail. The combined company provides clients with a complete end-to-
end service spanning every aspect of rail projects, as well as specialist understanding of mobility and complex infrastructure. 
We deliver expertise across the full project lifecycle, from strategic advisory and design to systems integration, 
programme/construction management, testing & commissioning, and asset management. This expertise will be delivered 
through a significantly expanded UK footprint, providing clients with a highly localised service. 

3. For more information on forthcoming announcements visit our web site  www.systra.co.uk  

http://www.systra.co.uk/

